
Creating College and Career Ready Graduates







The Columbia Heights Public School 

Board is presenting two levy questions 

to district voters on the Nov. 4, 2014 ballot:

• Renewal of an expiring 

Operational Levy

• Request for a new 

Capital Project Levy

Overview



• Voters approved 10-year levy in 2005, 

payable in 2006

• Provides $2.1 million annually for operations, 

including curriculum, programs, services, 

class sizes, staffing and student achievement.  

• The renewal of this levy does not raise 

property taxes.  

Question 1 Operational Levy Renewal
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Question 2 Capital Project Levy

• If approved by voters, this Capital Project Levy 

will provide approximately $1 million a year 

over a 10-year period (2016-2025). 

• The last time District voters were asked and 

approved capital funding was 18 years ago 

(1996). 

• This Capital Project Levy does include a 

tax increase



Question 2 Capital Project Levy

Examples of current facility needs:

• Replacing and/or repairing roofs, windows,

doors, plumbing and casework

• Replacing or repairing furnaces and boilers

• Repairing water damage and siding, brick 

tuck-pointing

• Improving signage

• Repairing parking and driveways



Facility needs by building

• Highland Elementary $1,271,280

• Valley View Elementary $1,791,052

• North Park Elementary $2,693,204

• Family Center $271,000

• Columbia Academy $1,408,244

• Columbia Heights High School                                     $4,053,872



Capital Projects Levy funding

• 10-year facility needs: $11,488,652

• District available funds:  $5,500,000

• Amount requested of taxpayers:      $5,988,652



Question 2 Capital Project Levy

Technology needs:

• Improving safety and security systems 

• Increasing Internet bandwidth and technology 

systems

• Improving parent and student portal technology 

systems



Question 2 Capital Project Levy

Technology needs:

• Expanding networks and infrastructure 

capacity for wireless access

• Acquiring technology devices

• Installing, replacing, supporting and 

maintaining software and related training

Total for technology and security: $4 million (10-year period)



Question 2 Capital Project Levy tax effect

Estimated Home 

Market Value

Estimated annual

tax increase

Estimated monthly 

tax increase

$50,000 $25 $2.08

$100,000 $59 $4.91

$150,000 $104 $8.66

$200,000 $149 $12.41



• $2.1 million in budget cuts for the 2015-2016 fiscal year can include 

reductions or eliminations in:

• Up to 34 staff (teachers, support, administrators), leading 

to increased class sizes

• E-12 curriculum offerings

• K12 activities/athletics

• Transportation services

• Programs and services

If Question 1 is not renewed



• Access and quality of technical services 

will be reduced

• Facilities and grounds will deteriorate, 

adding to future maintenance cost

• 21st Century technology learning will not 

be fully accessed or implemented at the 

same rate as surrounding districts

If Question 2 does not pass



• Internet bandwidth will not be expanded to 

meet educational needs

• Personalized student technology devices will be 

delayed until funding is available, putting the 

expansion of the Personalized Learning Initiative 

on hold.

If Question 2 does not pass



www.colheights.k12.mn.us/2014levy

Bill Holmgren

Director of Finance and Operations

763-528-4411

Bryan Hennekens

Director of Technology and Security

763-528-4479

http://www.colheights.k12.mn.us/2014levy


Questions?


